
School Culture: Homecoming 
Story and Photos by Jillian VanHouton   

A classic and beloved tradition for Jamestown 
High School is spirit week, followed by a pep 
rally for the school’s homecoming football 
game and homecoming dance. The days 
chosen for spirit week this year were Fashion 
Disaster Day, Hawaiian Day, Sports Day, Tie-
Dye Day (or VSCO Girl Day), and Red and 
Green Day to display the surprising amount of 
school spirit. Many students participated which 
made for an amusing, yet spectacular Spirit 

Week for the 2019-2020 school year. 
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The Seasons: What I Like About Fall “It’s the transition from 
summer to winter. It is just a calm time.” - Jamal, Senior 



Outside the School Day: JHS Red Raider 
Marching Band 

Photos and story by Courtney Hays 
 The renowned JHS Marching band is coming to 
the end of their season and has come out on top in many 
competitions. They competed in their final competition 
in Syracuse this weekend and placed 8th out of a 50 
band line up.  
 Mrs. Murray (director), Dylan Lydell (drum 
major), and Maddison Ventura (drum major) lead this 
talented crew this season. Mrs. Murray is extremely 
thrilled with the bands accomplishments and stated that 
her proudest moments are when the band truly performs and understands what she’s been trying to teach them 
all along.  
 The theme of the show is “A Journey Home” inspired by the movie The Wizard of Oz. It portrays the 
idea of wanting something more for life and leaving home only to realize that home was what you wanted all 
along: there truly is no place like home.  
 Dylan Lydell encourages everyone to watch a band competition because you are seeing many different 
skills and sizes of bands from all around the area. He has been attending competitions since the age of 10 
when his brother was in marching band. He says the best part of being drum major is the energy on the days of 
competition. He plans to use the leadership, responsibility, and time management skills he has learned through 
band in college.  

 Madison Ventura stated that the one huge lesson 
she’s learned is that everyone is important. The 
directors frequently reference the band all working 
together like a machine. Madison says that “if one 
person isn’t there our machine can’t run. Everyone is 
someone and everyone is important.” The most 
difficult part of being a first year drum major for her 
has been gaining respect and trust from the entire 
band.  
 The biggest aspect of being drum major for Lydell 
is memorizing all the music before the band does 
and conducting perfectly. He talks about the 
frustration of spending hours conducting in front of a 
mirror working on the slightest issues such as 
making his pinkie go down a little farther.  
 There are many leadership roles in band and 
Madison shared about their roles in working 



together. She said that every section leader ensures that their section is prepared with the materials they need 
to have a productive rehearsal.  A large part of her responsibility is making sure the field and gym are set up 
and ready for practice to begin.  
 Mrs. Murray has a thousand jobs as director that nobody sees. She compares herself to the CEO of a 
company. She must plan the show, manage money, create budgets, plan trips, work with bus and hotel 
companies, set expectations, and of course, teach the band. She says that this season is a younger group than 
typical which can present more challenges but also leave much more room for growth.  
 At this point in the season, you can no longer tell who is new. She states that the music is beautiful and 
people understand the concept. She encourages people to join band and to talk to her about next year’s season 
in order to join. Congratulations JHS Marching Band on a terrific seasonDear Freshman Self,

Hey, it’s me. I’m writing this to warn you, teach 
you, and to guide you in your life throughout high 
school. It’s almost as if it was just yesterday I had my 
first day of high school-oh how time flies. When I 
reflect on my time at JHS I often regret certain things 
that I did: involving myself in drama, procrastinating 
and not giving my one hundred percent effort, or just 

trying to put on an act to be considered “cool.” Now that most of my high school career is in the rear 
view mirror and college is rapidly approaching, I find myself often times asking, “What if I hadn't 
made such a big deal out of that or 
what if I had just been honest with 
that person?” However, there’s 
nothing I can do to change the past, 
but I can give you this advice so you 
can avoid making the same mistakes 
I have.

 In The Autobiography of 
Benjamin Franklin, we are shown 
Franklin’s list of virtues. Virtue 2 
states, “SILENCE. Speak not but 
what may benefit others or yourself; 
avoid trifling conversation” (Franklin 60). I think this virtue is very easily applicable to your life. 
Something I have learned over the years is that sometimes it’s better to keep your thoughts to 
yourself and not speak on them if they won’t do anything but besmirch someone’s reputation or 
integrity. Rather than gossip and censure others’ lives, you should focus on you and dedicate your 
time working on your craft. 

Another profound thing Franklin states about his virtues is how he “jug’d it would be well 
not to distract my attention by attempting the whole at once, but to fix it on one at a time; and, when 

STUDENT 
SPOTLIGHT:  

A Senior Young Man 
Gives Advice to His 

“Something I have learned 
over the years is that sometimes it’s 
better to keep your thoughts to 
yourself and not speak on them if 
they won’t do anything but besmirch 
someone’s reputation or integrity. “



I should be the master of that, then proceed to another, and so on…” (Franklin 61). This notion of 
trying to focus on too many things at once is unproductive is something that should be used as an 
example to you. Don’t try to do everything at the same time and handle it all at once; it will cause 
you too much stress! Instead, you should complete more imperative tasks before seeking leisure, and 
it will grant you more enjoyment knowing that all your work is done and you have time to do what 
you would like to. When it comes to your work ethic, push yourself; you will only be able to be as 
successful as you dream of being, if you are willing to do the hard work. 

Find yourself a few solid friends. It’s always good to 
have people in your corner and know that they have 
your back. However, I caution you to choose wisely, 
not everyone who is your “friend” will want to see 
you at your best. I warn you to deviate from anyone 
like that in your life. Find the people who are your 
brothers, people who the term friend doesn’t 
encompass anymore because the bond you share goes 
beyond that.. Be kind to everyone, regardless if you 
are friends or not. You never know what someone 

could be going through, and it could quite possibly be your act of kindness that makes their day. 
There may be some people who have given you a reason to feel resentment towards them, and it 
may be justified for you to feel this way, nonetheless, you are better off being the bigger person and 
just being respectful as it will save you from the stress of having drama between you and another 
person. Don’t ever be scared to be yourself, you shouldn’t have to fake who you are or change how 
you act to impress anyone. If people can’t like you for who you are then you shouldn’t be around 
those kind of people. 

You’re only a freshman, and over the next four years you will develop from a teen into a 
young man. With age comes more responsibility, so stay on top of whatever it is you may be 
responsible to do. Whether it be practicing, training, doing homework, or doing chores, staying on 
top of your tasks is a vitally important skill. Age doesn’t only bring more responsibility, freedom is 
also something that will expand in your life. Be wise when you have free time. Involve yourself in 
productive things and don’t forget to have a little fun. High school can seem like a maelstrom of 
drama, assignments, games, practices, and lectures, but being a senior has shown me that it’s one of 
the most exciting times of your life so don’t waste it!        

 ——-Sincerely, Your Senior Self

“You never know what 
someone could be going 
through, and it could quite 
possibly be your act of 
kindness that makes their day.”



Mr. Krause 
	 What’s	it	like	to	have	your	entire	civilization	as	you	have	
known	it	totally	blown	away?	Well,	just	ask	Sarai	Ayala	Torres.	
On	the	island	of	Puerto	Rico,	Sarai		lived	through	not	just	one,	
but	two	violent	hurricanes	that	smashed	through	her	homeland		
in	2017.	No	one	will	ever	have	to	explain	to	her	the	power	of	
Mother	Nature.	The	storms	devastated		her	neighborhood	so	
badly	that	staying	and	rebuilding	were	simply	out	of	the	
question.	The	winds	of	fate	have	blown	her	on	a	wild	odyssey	
that	have	allowed	her	to	Mind	a	new	home	here	in	Jamestown.	

In	September	of	2017,	the	warnings	were	given	of	an	
approaching	storm.	This	was	the	giant	category	Mive	storm	
known	as	Irma.	Dubbed	“Irmageddon”	because	of	its	massive	
force	(180	mph	winds)	and	long	lasting	duration,	this	storm	would	go	on	to	cause	billions	of	dollars	in	
damage	and	upend	hundreds	of	thousands	of	lives.	Yet,	for	all	this	Sarai	and	her	family	breathed	a	sigh	of	
relief	as	the	monster	storm	missed	directly	hitting	Puerto	Rico.	Still,	the	fact	that	the	storm	was	even	a	
near	miss	caused	a	great	deal	of	damage	and	took	out	power	for	over	a	month.	We	forget	how	much	we	
depend	on	modern	appliances,	but	we	sure	notice	them	when	they	do	not	work.	Sarai	and	her	family	
had	to	Migure	out	how	to	get	an	asthma	machine	to	work	for	a	little	two-year	old	baby.	The	problem	was	
solved	by	the	use	of	a	truck	battery.		Going	a	month	without	electricity	in	the	sweltering	heat	was	bad	
enough,	but	then	it	was	learned	that	another	monster	storm	was	bearing	right	down	on	them	this	time.	

    The	experience	of	Hurricane	Maria	proved	to	be	something	new	entirely.	That	storm	is	
considered	to	be	the	worst	natural	disaster	in	history	to	hit	Puerto	Rico,	Dominica	and	the	Virgin	
Islands.	By	the	time	it	hit	Puerto	Rico,	the	winds	had	reached	175	mph.	This	violent	storm	would	end	up	
killing	over	three	thousand	people	on	the	island.	

For	Sarai,	the	experience	was	nothing	less	than	a	nightmare.	She	and	her	family	were	trapped	in	a	
bathroom	of	a	concrete	building	that	they	feared	would	fall	down	on	top	of	them.	But	going	outside	was	
completely	out	of	the	question	and	so	for	eight	long	hours,	eight	of	them	hung	on	as	the	wind	and	rain	
lashed	at	the	sides	of	the	building.	There	was	no	power,	so	they	sat	in	the	dark	as	the	wind	howled	
continuously.	Finally,	it	began	to	let	up.	Then	it	cleared	and	they	could	go	outside	to	see	the	results.	

Feature Story: 
A Second Chance 



They	were	absolutely	stunned	by	what	they	saw.	Almost	everything	had	been	leveled,	moved,	
blown	away	or	destroyed.	Their	school	was	over	a	mile	away	from	the	building	where	they	took	shelter,	
yet	its	roof	had	been	blown	all	the	way	to	that	building.	There	was	rubbish	all	over,	power	lines	were	
down	and	Mlooding	was	ubiquitous.	Fortunately,	no	one	in	her	family	was	hurt.	

The	water	began	to	Mill	with	dead	Mish	and	other	contaminants.	No	driving	was	possible,	so	they	
just	had	to	wait	until	the	army	showed	up	and	began	to	supply	food	and	water.	The	extreme	heat	
without	any	air	conditioning	caused	Sarai	to	suffer	heat	stroke	twice.	

Law	and	order	started	breaking	down	as	looters	broke	into	stores	and	Mires	began	to	rage	from	
abandoned	buildings.	It	was	not	a	safe	situation	in	the	post	apocalyptic	world	that	Hurricane	Maria	had	
left	behind.	

Finally,	after	a	few	weeks	her	mother	was	able	to	secure	a	spot	on	the	Mercy	Ship	that	was	
carrying	survivors	to	Florida.	The	trip	was	a	joy	to	Sarai	who	enjoyed	good	food,	games	and	swimming.	
But	she	wondered	where	she	was	going.	It	was	a	surprise	to	her	that	she	ended	up	in	a	small	town	like	
Jamestown	after	hearing	about	New	York	City,	but	this	is	where	the	winds	of	fate	have	delivered	her.	She	
enjoys	her	new	home	even	if	the	cold	weather	has	been	something	hard	to	adjust	to. 

      Hello, my name is Cloe Lister. I’m a 17 year 
old senior currently at JHS, and I have a passion for 
crafting. My main love of crafting is crochet, which I have 
been practicing for about 4 years. My grandmother first 
taught me as a kid to knit with needle point, and we moved 
onto quilting, and so forth. My passion for crocheting has 
blossomed into something where I have always wanted to 
make my own business, and so I have: BunnyHipster.ia. You 
can find my account on Instagram and in the near future on 
Youtube.  

The majority of my products are made from acrylic yarn, but because 
most of my orders are custom, you can choose whatever material you would 
like your item made out of. I can do a wide range of things from children's 
clothing to everyday needs like scrubbies and cotton grocery bags.  I even 
make toys. All of my products are fully customizable; you can have me make 
whatever you would like.  I like a challenge, so if there is something you want, 
but don't see it, just ask me and I will gladly make you your own. Here at 
BunnHipster.ia I want everyone to feel the love put into the work.  

Creative Raiders 
Share your artwork, share your story, 
share who you are



JHS Homecoming 
Spirit Week!!



Do you like to write? 

Do you have a story to report? 

Are you interested in school 
events and local issues? 

Do you like to take photos? 

Do you like computers? 

JHS Free Press Wants You!!!

Meetings Tuesday 
and Thursday each 
week! Room 228. 
See Mr. Krause or 
Ms. Pirrello for info!


